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Summary of Natural England’s Advice 

Natural England consider that the following issues have now been resolved, subject to the submission of 
the Barn Hill Meadows Habitats and Soil Analysis Technical Note (Revision 01, dated June 2023) and 
agreed updates to the operational air quality results for ecological receptors (Appendix 6.5 to the 
Environmental Statement), and subject always to the appropriate requirements being adequately secured 
for all relevant issues: 
 

• Nationally designated sites  

- Impacts of acid deposition from aerial emissions on Barn Hill Meadows Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) (Operation phase). 
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Part I: Summary and Conclusions of Natural England’s advice  
 
1.1. Natural England’s advice is based on information submitted by Drax Power Limited in support of its 

application for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) in relation to Drax Bioenergy with Carbon Capture 

and Storage Project (‘the project’).  

1.2. This letter provides an update to our Relevant Representations Version 1.2 (dated 23 September 

2022) (AS-011), Written Representations Version 1.1 (dated 22 February 2023) (REP2-085), Deadline 4 

submission (dated 23 March 2023) (REP4-041), and Deadline 7 submission (REP7-019) on key issues 

where Natural England’s position has changed in response to additional documents provided since 

Deadline 7.   

1.3. Please note that our Relevant Representations Version 1.2 (AS-011), Written Representations 
Version 1.1 (REP2-085), Deadline 4 response (REP4-041), and Deadline 7 submission (REP7-019) 
should be referred to for Natural England’s advice on other issues within our remit.  
 
1.4 Natural England reiterates previous comments provided in Table 1a of our Deadline 4 Response 
(REP4-041) under Natural England key issue reference 30 and footnote 1, regarding agreed updates to 
the Habitats Regulations Assessment – Volume 3 - Appendix 7 (REP2-107) and Operation Phase Air 
Quality Assessment Results Tables: Ecological Receptors (AS-015), and note that these have not yet 
been addressed. However, Natural England has discussed the correct results with the Applicant and 
agrees with these conclusions. We understand that these errors will be resolved in the final versions of 
the documents.  
 
1.5. Natural England’s previous concerns regarding the phrasing of draft DCO requirements 7, 8, 14, 15, 

17, and 19 have now been resolved with the applicant, subject to agreed updates to Schedule 11 

(procedure for discharge of requirements) of the draft DCO at Deadline 8 to provide that, in submitting 

Requirements for discharge, the Applicant must demonstrate that the conclusions of the Habitats 

Regulations Assessment (HRA) will not change as a result of the detailed plans and strategies.  

 

1.6. Our comments are flagged as green:  

• Green are those which have been successfully resolved (subject always to the appropriate 

requirements being adequately secured)   
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Requirement 7 of the DCO, is suitable to ensure that the 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment is updated prior to the 
commencement of development. 
 
In terms of the air quality assessment, the assessments 
and modelling were based on a conservative assumption 
around the baseline (e.g., Section 6.7.17 in the ES AQ 
Chapter) and assumed there would be no decline in NOx 
or N deposition between now and 2027/29.  In practice, 
emissions and deposition are likely to decline to 2030 – 
NOx emissions by approximately 34% and N deposition by 
approximately 13% (though ammonia being largely 
unchanged).  This is based on the “Business as usual” 
scenario in Nitrogen Futures, so allowed for only adopted/ 
implemented N-reduction policies at the time of the N-
Futures assessment.   However, by not relying on this 
reduction, the applicant had assessed against a worst-case 
baseline – and this worst case is still applicable (and even 
more conservative) assuming a delay in the construction/ 
operation timescales.    
 
We consider that, assuming a 2-year delay, the in-
combination assessment for impacts on designated sites 
will be made with less confidence.  However, the in-
combination assessment undertaken is robust and has 
been recently updated/ reviewed for the examination 
(Deadline 6).  Any future applications coming into the 
planning/ permitting system will have to make their own 
assessment with Drax BECCS as an in-combination/ 
cumulative project.   
 

 

 

 




